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1.	 History of the hieratic 
manuscripts in the Oriental 
Institute Museum

The Egyptian collection at the Oriental Institute 
of the University of Chicago was acquired over 
the course of 1894–1970 through purchases by 
institutional staff, shares of finds from the Egypt 
Exploration Fund (EEF), as well as excavations at 
sites in Egypt and Nubia.

Many of the early acquisitions were obtained 
as distributions from the Egypt Exploration Fund 
to subscribers and reflect the diversity of the EEF’s 
activities. The founder and first director of the 
Oriental Institute, James Henry Breasted, travelled 
to Egypt and began acquiring artifacts on behalf of 
the University of Chicago in 1894. Acquisitioning 

1	 Teeter (2010: 303–314; 2015: 4–11; 2018–2019: 63–73; 2019a: 62–65). 
2	 Johnson & McClain (2019: 191–195).

efforts expanded systematically after 1919 with 
the founding of the Oriental Institute and asso-
ciated funding from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and 
his family’s foundations. In Egypt, Breasted’s pur-
chasing efforts focused on representative exam-
ples from dealers in Cairo and Luxor. 1 As the 
collection grew, the material was displayed on the 
university’s campus, first in Haskel Hall, and since 
1930 in the Oriental Institute Museum (OIM).

The founding of the Oriental Institute 
Epigraphic Survey at Thebes in 1924 placed the 
directors of the survey in frequent proximity to 
Luxor dealers and their sources. 2 The directors of 
the survey therefore frequently acted as agents for 
the director of the Oriental Institute. In addition, 
staff members of the Epigraphic Survey sometimes 
collected for themselves, and often they donated 
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their collections to the Oriental Institute Museum. 
Not surprisingly, given the place and time, their 
collections included many ostraca from Deir 
el-Medina.

The Oriental Institute Museum also benefitted 
from the deaccessioning efforts of other American 
institutions. In particular, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York and the Detroit 
Institute of Arts Museum donated collections 
of inscribed material to the Oriental Institute 
Museum. 3 Furthermore, there has been close 
collaboration between Chicago institutions with 
collections of ancient Egyptian cultural heritage, 
as reflected in the many relationships between 
materials found in the OIM, the Art Institute of 
Chicago, and the Field Museum.

A search of the collections database for 
material inscribed in the hieratic script returns 
420 results. However, this data has never been 
comprehensively checked. There are certainly 
unidentified or misidentified hieratic texts so that 
this number should be considered provisional. 
Of these 420 objects, many derived from before 
the New Kingdom and the majority date to after 
the New Kingdom. Searching the database for 
script=‘hieratic’ and period=‘New Kingdom’ pro-
duces only 136 results, which likely undercounts 
the corpus significantly due to un- or misidenti-
fied manuscripts. 4

2.	 Published New Kingdom hieratic 
manuscripts

Manuscripts inscribed in hieratic from the New 
Kingdom are listed below according to their 

3	 Teeter (2019a: 69). 
4	 We would like to thank museum registrar Helen McDonald and associate registrar Susan Allison for all their hard work and 

help in preparing this article. They fielded numerous inquiries and their work in maintaining and updating the collections 
database was essential to us in gathering the following data. We would also like to thank the editors of this volume for several 
helpful suggestions and corrections.

5	 These private collection numbers should now be avoided as they were temporarily applied in the field prior to official 
institutional acquisition. It appears that the numbers were not static as those cited by Černý in his notebooks are different 
than numbers found in the OI accession records. Readers should note that the Edgerton numbers for hieratic ostraca from 
Černý’s notebooks should be kept completely distinct from the demotic ostraca published as O. Edgerton in Muhs et al. 
(2021).

accession group with basic provenance details pro-
vided. The accession number for the acquisition of 
a group of objects is provided on the first line; a 
short description of the accession on the second 
line; the date of the accession on the third line; and 
the entire range of Oriental Institute Museum reg-
istration numbers for the accession group is given 
on the fourth line. Following that information, 
published New Kingdom manuscripts inscribed 
in hieratic have been individually listed with their 
accompanying bibliographic references in order 
of registration number. Institutional registration 
number is preferred for the citation of individual 
manuscripts; however, private collection num-
bers (e.g., Wilson, Nelson, Edgerton) have been 
included where they had already appeared in the 
literature. 5 Bibliography listed includes text-only 
citations and references, and therefore some of the 
manuscripts listed with bibliography still lack a 
published text edition. All inscribed objects listed 
below are on limestone ostraca unless noted other-
wise. Further information on the OIM collections 
and individual manuscripts can be found through 
the OI online collections database: https://oi-idb.
uchicago.edu.

Accession 56 A
Share of finds from the Egypt Exploration Fund 

excavations at Abydos
Accessioned in 1902
OIM E6551–E6904
(1)	 OIM E6780: Magic brick of Paibmer. 

Bibliography: Scalf (2009: 279, 281, 289).

https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
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(2)	 OIM E6785: Magic brick of Paibmer. 
Bibliography: Scalf (2009: 279, 281, 290).

(3)	 OIM E6786: Magic brick of Paibmer. 
Bibliography: Scalf (2009: 279, 281, 291).

(4)	 OIM E6792: Magic brick of Paibmer. 
Bibliography: Scalf (2009: 279, 281, 292).

Accession 239
Purchased by James Henry Breasted from 

Mohareb Todros 6

Accessioned in 1920
OIM E10532–E10552
(5)	 OIM E10544: Magic brick of Tuthmosis III. 

Main text in cursive hieroglyphs, with 
additional notation in hieratic. Bibliography: 
Scalf (2009: 279–281, 293).

Accession 329
Share of finds from the Egypt Exploration Fund 

excavations at Sedment
Accession in 1921
OIM E11489–E11911
(6)	 OIM E11828: Wooden box with triangular 

top. Badly worn hieratic inscriptions on both 
sides. Bibliography: Petrie & Brunton (1924: 
pl. LV: 20, LXVI: 17).

Accession 415
Purchased by James Henry Breasted from 

Mohammed Mohasseb 7

Accessioned on October 8, 1923
OIM E12073–E12074
(7)	 OIM E12073: Barter contract between the 

chief of police Montumes, the workman 
Menna, and another man. Bibliography: 
DeM Database; Černý & Gardiner (1957: 
pl. LXXVII–LXXVIIA); Théodoridès (1968: 
50–55); Allam (1973: 73–76); Manning et al. 
(1989); KRI 6, 138–139.

6	 See Bierbrier (2019: 460, s.v. Todrous Boulos); Hagen & Ryholt (2016: 248–250).
7	 See Bierbrier (2019: 320); Hagen & Ryholt (2016: 245–247).

(8)	 OIM E12074: Menna’s lament to his way-
ward son. Bibliography: Černý & Gardiner 
(1957: pl. LXXVIII–LXXIXA); KRI 6, 215–
217; Foster (1984); Dorn (2022: 165).

Accession 570
Purchased in Egypt by members of the Epigraphic 

Survey
Accessioned on July 21, 1925
OIM E12284–E13353, E13504–E13513, E30050, 
E12404B
(9)	 OIM E12289: Magic brick of Amenemhat. 

Main text in cursive hieroglyphs, with 
additional notation in hieratic. Bibliography: 
Scalf (2009: 280–281, 294–295).

(10)	OIM E12296: Delivery of supplies. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; KRI 7, 
188–189; Helck (2002: 75–76); Teeter (2009: 
44–45).

(11)	OIM E12297: Scribal exercise. Bibliography: 
Unpublished (on display). See below section 3.

(12)	OIM E13512: Dated record of an event. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; Wilfong 
(1999).

Accession 683
Purchased by James Henry Breasted from 

“unknown Kurna fellahin”
Accessioned on July 6, 1927
OIM E13629–E13652
(13)	OIM E13630: Letter. Bibliography: DeM 

Database; Demarée et al. (2022: 98, fn. 161, 
101). See below section 3.

(14)	OIM E13634: Account of workers’ absence. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(15)	OIM E13636: Copy of portion of 
Instruction of King Amenemhat I for his son 
Senwosret I. Bibliography: Foster (1981); 
Helck (1969); Adrom (2006: no. 204).
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Accession 751
Purchased by James Henry Breasted
Accessioned
OIM E13691–E13701
(16)	OIM E13692: Account of deliveries. 

Bibliography: DeM Database.

Accession 964
Purchased in Egypt by members of the Epigraphic 

Survey
Accessioned on July 2, 1930
OIM E13951
(17)	OIM E13951: Figures of cat, mouse, and boy 

with hieratic label on reverse. Bibliography: 
Breasted (1933: 424, fig. 206); Wilson (1951: 
fig. 16a); Brunner-Traut (1955: 24, no. 25, 
pl. 2.1); Brunner-Traut (1968: 14, fig. 9); 
Peck & Ross (1978: 78, no. 77); Brunner-
Traut (1979: 17); Marfoe (1982: 25, fig. 13); 
Boston (1982: 279, no. 382); Janssen & 
Janssen (1989: 61, fig. 51); Teeter (2003: 59, 
no. 27); Flores (2004: 239, pl. 6a); von Lieven 
(2009: 174); Teeter (2019b: 99, no. 70); Braun 
(2020: 282, fig. 175); Babcock (2022: 73, 173, 
Cat. no. 69).

Accession 2112
Purchased in Egypt by members of the Epigraphic 

Survey
Accessioned on June 1, 1936
OIM E16973–E17009
(18)	OIM E16973 (Nelson 12A): Accusation 

of absence. Bibliography: DeM Database; 
Toivari-Viitala (2001: 214).

(19)	OIM E16974 (Nelson 8): Letter from a 
woman. Bibliography: DeM Database; 
Toivari-Viitala (2001: 192, 228–229).

(20)	OIM E16977: Account of items given to 
Paneb. Bibliography: DeM Database; KRI 7, 
254.

(21)	OIM E16978: Magical Text (parallel to 
P. Turin Cat. 1993 / CGT 54051, ro x+1.4–5) 
inscribed on pottery ostracon. Bibliography: 
Unpublished. See below section 3.

(22)	OIM E16979: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(23)	OIM E16982: Copy of portion of Instruction 
of King Amenemhat I for his son Senwosret I, 
Va–VIb. Bibliography: Unpublished; Helck 
(1969: 32–39); Adrom (2006: 29–37). See 
below section 3.

(24)	OIM E16985: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; KRI 7, 31.

(25)	OIM E16987: Restitution and penalty 
after theft inscribed on pottery ostracon. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; Černý (1937, 
187–188); KRI 7, 319.

(26)	OIM E16988: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(27)	OIM E16989: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(28)	OIM E16991: Letter of complaint to the 
Vizier To. Bibliography: DeM Database; 
Wente (1961); KRI 5, 559–560.

(29)	OIM E16993: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(30)	OIM E16994 (Nelson 7): Donkey rental. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; Janssen (2005: 
18).

(31)	OIM E16996 (Nelson 13): Letter about a 
birth. Bibliography: Toivari-Viitala (2001: 
179–180).

(32)	OIM E16997: Copy of Instruction of 
Hardjedef, previously considered to be from 
Instruction of a man for his son (ro) and copy 
of unidentified literary text. Bibliography: 
Foster (1986); Fischer-Elfert (1998: no. 146).

(33)	OIM E16998: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(34)	OIM E16999: Copy of Instruction of a man 
for his son. Bibliography: Foster (1986); 
Fischer-Elfert (1998: no. 144).

(35)	OIM E17002: Copy of beginning of 
Instruction of Hardjedef. Bibliography: 
Posener (1952); Helck (1984: 2–7).

(36)	OIM E17003: Copy of beginning of 
Instruction of Hardjedef. Bibliography: 
Posener (1952); Helck (1984: 2–7).
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(37)	OIM E17004: Copy of portion of Hymn to 
the Inundation. Bibliography: Foster (1975).

(38)	OIM E17007: Delivery of supplies. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; KRI 7, 
176–181.

(39)	OIM E17008: Horus Cippus, Daressy Text 
A on obverse and SꜢḫw text on reverse. 
Bibliography: Posener (1977), see no. 1441; 
Scalf & Muhs (forthcoming).

Accession 2460
Purchased in Egypt by members of the Epigraphic 

Survey
Accessioned on June 15, 1939
OIM E17573–E17577
(40)	OIM E17574: Stone weight inscribed in 

hieratic. Bibliography: DeM Database. See 
below section 3.

(41)	OIM E17575: Stone weight inscribed in 
hieratic. Bibliography: DeM Database.

Accession 3289
Purchased in Egypt by members of the Epigraphic 

Survey
Accessioned on January 21, 1955
OIM E18876–E19419; E24303–E24307; E25040
(42)	OIM E18876: Oracular inquiry inscribed 

on pottery ostracon. Bibliography: DeM 
Database; Černý (1972: 68, pl. 25, no. 95); 
Papazian (2009); Teeter (2011: fig. 44); 
Teeter (2012).

(43)	OIM E18877: Letter inscribed on pottery 
ostracon. Bibliography: DeM Database.

(44)	OIM E18878: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(45)	OIM E18879: Payment. Bibliography: KRI 7, 
289.

(46)	OIM E18880: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; Soliman 
(forthcoming).

(47)	OIM E18881: Account of deliveries. 
Bibliography: DeM Database.

(48)	OIM E19109: Letter. Bibliography: 
Unpublished. See below section 3.

(49)	OIM E19120: Ritual text with medico-
magical contents. Bibliography: Ritner (1993: 
150, fn. 679). See below section 3.

(50)	OIM E19123 (Edgerton 5, Nelson 22): 
Donkey rental inscribed on pottery ostracon. 
Bibliography: Janssen (2005: 6).

(51)	OIM E19134: Hymn to the Inundation. 
Bibliography: Foster (1973).

(52)	OIM E19141: Instruction of a man for his son. 
Bibliography: Foster (1986); Fischer-Elfert 
(1998: no. 145).

(53)	OIM E19149: Instruction of a man for his son. 
Bibliography: Foster (1986); Fischer-Elfert 
(1998: no. 143).

(54)	OIM E19150: Account. Bibliography: DeM 
Database.

(55)	OIM E19154 (Edgerton 10, Nelson 65): 
Donkey rental inscribed on pottery ostracon. 
Bibliography: DeM Database; Janssen (2005, 
6).

(56)	OIM E19208: Account inscribed on pottery 
ostracon. Bibliography: DeM Database.

(57)	OIM E19220: Instruction of a man for his son. 
Bibliography: Foster (1986); Fischer-Elfert 
(1998: no. 142).

(58)	OIM E19262: List of workmen. Bibliography: 
DeM Database.

(59)	OIM E19263: Accounts of deliveries and 
payments. Bibliography: DeM Database.

(60)	OIM E19266: Hymn to the Inundation 
inscribed on pottery ostracon. Bibliography: 
Foster (1973).

(61)	OIM E19361: Hymn to the Inundation. 
Bibliography: Foster (1973).

(62)	OIM E25040: Hymn to the Inundation. 
Bibliography: Foster (1973).

Accession 3652
Purchased by John Albert Wilson in 1929–1930 

and 1930–1931
Accessioned in 1975
OIM E25292–E25386
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(63)	OIM E25311 (Wilson 25): Hymn to Amun. 
Bibliography: Wilson (1933: 152–153).

(64)	OIM E25332 (Wilson 108): Book of Kemyt. 
Bibliography: Wilson (1935–38: 904).

(65)	OIM E25346 (Wilson 100): Hymn to the 
coming of the king. Bibliography: Foster 
(1994); Fischer-Elfert (1999: 71–77).

(66)	OIM E25348: Book of Kemyt (Wilson 92). 
Bibliography: Wilson (1935–38: 904).

(67)	OIM E25353: Book of Kemyt (Wilson 73). 
Bibliography: Wilson (1935–38: 904).

(68)	OIM E25374: Hymn to the Inundation 
(Wilson 121). Bibliography: Wilson (1935–
38: 904–905); Helck (1972: 1–19).

(69)	OIM E25378: Book of Kemyt (Wilson 7). 
Bibliography: Wilson (1935–38: 904).

(70)	OIM E25382: Instruction of a man for his 
son (Wilson 9). Bibliography: Foster (1986); 
Fischer-Elfert (1998: no. 147).

Accession 3628
Purchased from the Metropolitan Museum of Art
Accessioned in November 1967
OIM E26001–29902
(71)	OIM E26539: Hieratic inscriptions on 

ceramic objects from Tutankhamun cache. 
Bibliography: Winlock (1941).

(72)	OIM E26540: Hieratic inscriptions on 
ceramic objects from Tutankhamun cache. 
Bibliography: Winlock (1941).

(73)	OIM E26542: Hieratic inscriptions on 
ceramic objects from Tutankhamun cache. 
Bibliography: Winlock (1941).

(74)	OIM E26543: Hieratic inscriptions on 
ceramic objects from Tutankhamun cache. 
Bibliography: Winlock (1941).

(75)	OIM E26544: Hieratic inscriptions on 
ceramic objects from Tutankhamun cache. 
Bibliography: Winlock (1941).

8	 Wente, Edward. Papers, Digital Repository, Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu). 
We would like to thank Anne Flannery for her assistance in examining and citing the papers of Edward Wente.

Accession L348
Excavated at Medinet Habu
(76)	MH 1: Weight with hieratic notation. 

Bibliography: DeM Database; Valbelle (1977: 
20).

(77)	MH 1866: Deliveries of fish. Bibliography: 
Unpublished (on display).

Accession Unidentified
(78)	Unnumbered. Bibliography: Černý & 

Gardiner (1957: pl. LV,2).
(79)	Unnumbered. O. Nims (sic). Bibliography: 

Černý & Gardiner (1957: pl. LXII,1).

3.	 Overview of publication projects 
and ongoing research

As the reader can see from the above docu-
mentation, of the 136 identified New Kingdom 
manuscripts inscribed in hieratic from the OIM, 
roughly half have been published, cited, or docu-
mented in the secondary literature. The remaining 
unpublished manuscripts, all of which are ostraca, 
have been the subject of several projects over the 
preceding three decades. Until his death, Jack 
Foster had continued studying the literary ostraca 
from Deir el-Medina, along with his daughter 
Ann Foster. Edward Wente has been studying the 
non-literary, administrative material since the 
1970s. In addition to publishing several ostraca, 
he produced preliminary editions of many of the 
manuscripts, which can be found among the files 
in the OI Museum Archives. 8 Terry Wilfong had 
surveyed the collection and provided notes to the 
OIM on some manuscripts. Robert J. Demarée 
has made several research visits to examine the 
New Kingdom hieratic ostraca in the OIM, and 
he has included some of these in the Deir el-
Medina (DeM) database (https://dmd.wepwawet.
nl/). In recent years, two projects to study the 
literary and administrative texts have been taken 

https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
https://dmd.wepwawet.nl/
https://dmd.wepwawet.nl/
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up by faculty of the Oriental Institute as well as 
graduate students as part of their PhD studies in 
the Department of Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations at the University of Chicago.

There are many genres of texts represented 
among the unpublished material. A small selec-
tion of representative manuscripts follows to 
illustrate examples from the unpublished corpus, 
presented in order of registration number. 9 For 
considerations of space within this publication, 
the following editions have been restrained to 
the basic textual information without recourse to 
extended commentary or discussions of parallels.

OIM E12297

Scribal Exercise 10 (reverse uninscribed)
H: 15.1 × W: 6.18 cm

(1)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 1
(2)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 2
(3)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 3
(4)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 4
(5)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 5
(6)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 6
(7)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t sw 7
(8)	 Ꜣbd 1 Ꜣḫ.t […]
(9)	 Ꜣbd 1 […]

(1)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 1
(2)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 2
(3)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 3
(4)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 4
(5)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 5(sic!) 11

(6)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 6
(7)	 Month 1, inundation season, day 7(sic!)
(8)	 Month 1, inundation season, […]
(9)	 Month 1, […]

9	 We would like to thank interim director Theo van den Hout, interim chief curator Kiersten Neumann, and the Oriental 
Institute Museum for permission to publish the following selection of ostraca. Once again registrar Helen McDonald and 
associate registrar Susan Allison were instrumental in facilitating access, finding photos, and fielding inquiries about these 
pieces.

10	 Transcription of Edward Wente in the files of the OI Museum Archives. See Wente, Edward. Papers, Digital Repository, 
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu). We would like to thank John Larson and Anne 
Flannery for their help accessing this material.

11	 In lines 5 and 7, the scribe has used the numeral, rather than the date, form of the signs.

Fig. 1. OIM E12297, scribal exercise 
(photo by Helen McDonald 

© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)

https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
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OIM E13630

Letter 12 (reverse uninscribed)
H: 7 × W: 9 cm

(1)	 […] … ḪꜤy n sn=f sš [P(Ꜣ)]-n-dwꜢ […]
(2)	 […] n=ꞽ pꜢ nty nb tw=ꞽ ḥr ḏd m […]
(3)	 […] ḏd mtw=f rdꞽ.t rḫ=ꞽ sw r […]
(4)	 […] traces […]
(5)	 […] traces […]

12	 Transcription, translation, and commentary of Edward Wente in the files of the OI Museum Archives. See Wente, Edward. 
Papers, Digital Repository, Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu).

13	 The contents of this ostracon were originally identified by Robert K. Ritner in a list of notes on OIM ostraca among his 
office papers. See Ritner, Robert K. Papers, Digital Repository, Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (https://oi-idb.
uchicago.edu). For parallels, see Roccati (2011: 131–132); Pleyte & Rossi (1869–1876: pl. CXXXI).

(1)	 […] … Khay to his brother, the scribe, 
[Pe]ndua.

(2)	 […] for me all that I am saying […]
(3)	 […] say and he will let me know it, concerning 

[…]
(4)	 […] … […]
(5)	 […] … […]

OIM E16978

Magical Text, Parallel to P. Turin Cat. 1993 / CGT 
54051, ro x+1.4–5 13 (reverse uninscribed)
H: 9.3 × W: 7.6 cm

Fig. 2. OIM E13630, letter 
(photo D. 34020 by Foy Scalf 

© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)

Fig. 3. OIM E16978, magical text 
(photo D. 34021 by Foy Scalf  

© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)

https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
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(1)	 […] ꜤšꜢ.w ° smꜢ […]
(2)	 […]˹£f˺ wnn nqm{.tw} m rš[rš …]
(3)	 […] ° wḏ.n tw Ḥr […]
(4)	 […] prꞽ ḏs£[f] ° ˹s˺[ḫr …]

(1)	 [… the hearts] of many. [May Horus] 
slaughter [it …]

(2)	 ˹his˺ […]. The one who suffers will be in 
joyful[ness …]

(3)	 […] Horus has commanded you […]
(4)	 […] goes out 14 himself. [May Horus] 

˹over˺[throw …]

OIM E16982

Copy of portion of Instruction of King 
Amenemhat I for his son Senwosret I, Va–VIb, over 
earlier palimpsest illustration of a pꜢ-bird (reverse 
uninscribed)
H: 10.1 × W: 12.5 cm

14	 A black point was added above just after prꞽ, perhaps during the drafting stage, but the red point was added in the expected 
position following ḏs£f.

15	 All other preserved exemplars have Ꜥnḫ.w following snn.w. See Helck (1969: 32); Adrom (2006: 29–37).
16	 Compared to other manuscript witnesses of this composition, the amount of text missing between the end of line 1 and 

the beginning of line 2 consists only of ꞽr ꞽ£w n£ꞽ, between lines 3 and 4 only the missing signs of ˹sꜢ msy˺.t, and between 
lines 5 and 6 only ḫpr.w šsp.n£ꞽ. The amount of text missing between lines 2 and 3 is much, much longer. The most likely 
explanation for this feature is that the scribe committed haplography with bw, skipping from bw ꜤꜢ in Vc, which would have 
occurred just after the end of line 2, to bw nfr in Ve.

(1)	 snn.w£ꞽ psš.w m rmṯ […]
(2)	 qꜢmd m ꞽwty n sḏm […]
(3)	 bw nfr n ḫm rḫ£f r ˹sꜢ˺ […]
(4)	 ˹msy˺.t pw ḫꜢw […]
(5)	 […] ˹wnw.t˺ […]

(1)	 my images, 15 which are separated from 
people […]

(2)	 lament, as what has not [been] heard […] 16

(3)	 goodness for the one who is ignorant that he 
knows. It was ˹after˺

(4)	 ˹the evening meal˺ when dusk […]
(5)	 […] ˹hour˺ […]

Fig. 4. OIM E16982, copy of portion of Instruction of King Amenemhat I 
for his son Senwosret I, Va–VIb (photo D. 34022 by Foy Scalf 

© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)
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OIM E17574

Weight 17, 698 grams (reverse uninscribed)
H: 8.9 × W: 9.5 cm

(1)	 dbn 8
(2)	 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

(1)	 Eight deben
(2)	 Eight

17	 OIM E19207 is also a stone weight labeled with the deben.
18	 Transcription of Edward Wente in the files of the OI Museum Archives. See Wente, Edward. Papers, Digital Repository, 

Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu). There are a few traces on the broken right edge.
19	 This restoration here follows the draft suggestions of Ed Wente. Comments from this volume’s editors suggested the scri-

bal hand may be that of Pay (i), for which see Polis (2022), and that the scribe’s name could be an alternative restoration. 

OIM E19109

Letter 18 (reverse uninscribed)
H: 7.3 × W: 6.7 cm

(1)	 ˹sš˺ qd BꜢk[ꞽ …]
(2)	 m Ꜥnḫ wḏꜢ snb m ḥsy […]
(3)	 ˹pꜢy˺£[ꞽ nb …]

(1)	 Draughtsman, Bak[i …]
(2)	 In life, prosperity, and health; in the favor 

[…]
(3)	 m[y lord …] 19

Fig. 5. OIM E17574, weight 
(photo D. 34023 by Foy Scalf 

© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)

Fig. 6. OIM E19109, letter 
(photo D. 34024 by Foy Scalf 

© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)

https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu
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OIM E19120

Ritual Text with Medico-Magical Contents 20

H: 15.5 × W: 14.5 cm

Obverse
(1)	 […] …£sn kꜢ dd(?).tw n£˹sn˺ […]
(2)	 […] nꜢy£f nꞽs.w m Ꜣḫ.t \ꞽꜢbt.t/ n.t p.t
(3)	 […] … ḏd.tw rꜢ pn ḥr ꜥpp ꞽrꞽ.w m […]
(4)	 [… rdꞽ.w] ḥr ḫt ḥr […] … […]

(1)	 […] their […]. Then one gives to ˹them˺ […]
(2)	 […] his invocations in the eastern horizon 21 

of the sky […]
(3)	 […] … This spell should be recited over 

Apep, 22 made from […]
(4)	 [… placed] on the fire, on […] … […]

Although there are similarities to the corpus of Pay (i) assembled in Polis (2022), the limited number of signs on this indivi-
dual ostracon combined with some slight differences in forms makes it difficult to confirm this identification.

20	 The translation in Ritner (1993: 150, n. 679; 211, n. 977) ‘said over an image of Apep, made in [wax (?) …] put on a fire, 
ground smooth (nḏ-snꜤꜤ) …’ is slightly misleading as it implies that it is the figure of Apep which is being ‘ground smooth,’ 
as if an execration. However, the text on the reverse is written at a ninety-degree angle to the text on the obverse. Although 
they are likely related, it is uncertain if both sides belong to the same composition. The text is broken on every side and the 
space between ‘[placed] upon the fire’ and ‘ground smooth’ is unknown, but there would have been at least the rest of the 
line on the obverse plus several lines on the reverse separating them. Furthermore, the animal skin determinative before 

‘ground smooth’ demonstrates that it is another ingredient which is being manipulated here.
21	 Or read  in ꞽr.t ꞽꜢbt.t ‘left eye.’
22	 Or read  Ꜥpnn(.t) ‘worm, slug’ based on the diagonal stroke on the right side of the sign before the determinative.

Fig. 7a. OIM E19120, ritual text 
(photo D. 34025 by Foy Scalf 
© Oriental Institute of the University 
of Chicago)
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Reverse
(1)	 […] … mꞽ ꞽḫt … […]
(2)	 […] nḏ nꜥꜥ ḥr ˹bꞽ.t(?)˺ […]
(3)	 [… wnm(?)] st(?) r hrw(?) 1(?) … ḥr […]
(4)	 […] … […]

(1)	 […] … like (some)thing … […]
(2)	 […] ground fine over ˹honey(?)˺ 23 […]
(3)	 [… consume(?)] it(?) for one(?) day(?) … on 

[…]
(4)	 […] … […]

23	 For nḏ ḥr bꞽ.t, cf. Ebers 14.9.

Fig. 7b. OIM E19120, ritual text (photos D. 34026 by Foy Scalf 
© Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago)
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